Ms. Fasano
ELA 9

Ms. Fasano - 9th Grade ELA
You can ﬁnd me in Room 538.
Something I incorporate in my class: I like to
incorporate a variety of different texts from many
different cultures and points of view.
When I’m not at Quest to Learn: I like to read, play
games, take pictures, and hang out with my dog,
Rex.
If you have any questions: Feel free to email me
at jfasano@q2l.org
Stay safe and be well!
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Unit 1: Self on the Stand (Identity)
Unit 2: Archetypes
Unit 3: Short Stories
Unit 4: A Streetcar Named Desire
Unit 5: Research Paper
Unit 6: The Catcher in the Rye
Unit 7: Romeo and Juliet
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Unit 1: Self on the Stand (Identity)
In this unit, students will read a variety personal narrative, dive into ﬁgurative
language and explore why the use of literary devices make a narrative
compelling to read. At the end of the unit, students will write their own personal
narratives using ﬁgurative language and literary devices.

★

Essential Questions:
● What choices do we make about our own identities?
● How can our choices inﬂuence how others see us?
● How can our choices inﬂuence how we understand ourselves?

ELA 9 Units of Study
★

Unit 2: Archetypes
In this unit, students will explore and identify different archetypes that are
present in literature. Students will read a variety of Greek mythology, fables, and
fairy tales that feature common literary archetypes. At the end of the unit,
students will compare classic literary character archetypes with modern day
literary archetypes.

★

Essential Questions:
● What can myths and fairytales teach us about modern life?
● How do myths create allusions in literature and non-ﬁction?
● How do fairy tales and mythology provide insight into the customs and
values of various cultures?
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Unit 3: Short Stories
In this mini unit, students will closely read and analyze two short stories, “Brownies” and
“The Scarlet Ibis” Each lesson will focus on a speciﬁc skill or element essential to short
stories. Students will participate in written activities and discussions that require them to
apply each skill. At the end of the unit, students will write a 5 paragraph thematic essay in
which they formulate a thematic statement that applies to both texts.

★

Essential Questions:
● What are the essential elements of a short story?
● What literary techniques should a student know and what reading strategies should a
student apply when reading a short story?
● How can reading and writing help me understand the world around me?
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Unit 4: A Streetcar Named Desire
In this unit, students will read the text A Streetcar Named Desire and explore the
themes of societal norms and individual differences. The end of unit project is
an argumentative essay in which students will identify who is the protagonist
and antagonist in the play as well answer the essential question of the unit.

★

Essential Question:
○ Does our common experience with being human allow us to transcend
individual differences?
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Unit 5: Research Paper
In this unit, students will revisit the short stories “Brownies” and “The Scarlet Ibis”
and the play A Streetcar Named Desire and ﬁnd a common theme that is present in
these texts. Students will research how discrimination plays a role in these texts and
compare these issues to issues that are still prevalent in today’s society.

★

Essential Questions:
○ Why is it important for students to learn how to do research?
○ How is research writing different from all other forms of writing?
○ How do I know if the information that I have researched is reliable and valid?
○ o What kind of voice would be most effective for this form of writing?
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Unit 6: The Catcher in the Rye
In this unit, students will read the novel The Catcher in the Rye and explore the
many themes of growing up and dive into literary devices such as tone and
mood that are projected in the novel. At the end of the unit, students will
“diagnose” the character of Holden Caulﬁeld in a literary analysis/argumentative
essay.

★

Essential Question:
○ How do our experiences deﬁne us, yet make us the same?
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Unit 7: Romeo and Juliet
In this unit, students will read the play Romeo and Juliet and explore the
elements of drama and literary techniques, such as alliteration, allusion, and
foreshadowing.

★

Essential Questions:
○ Do the choices you make in life deﬁne who you are?
○ Can wanting something so much lead us to do things that are typically out
of character?

